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From Our Founder

Living in cities has become synonymous with 

living in a compromised environment, and we 

have accepted this as a necessary trade-off. 

Occasionally, we escape the hustle of the city to 

reward ourselves, seeking clean air, the 

soothing sight of a green canopy, or themelodic 

chorus of birds. A clean and habitable 

environment should not be an occasional luxury, 

it is a fundamental right for all.

At Waatavaran, we envision a world where a 

climate just and habitable environment is 

accessible to every individual, regardless of 

their background or location. Through our work, 

we aim to ensure that communities are well-

informed about the laws and policies that 

govern their access to and management of 

natural resources. We provide guidance and 

support to amplify their voices, ensuring that 

their interests are protected and their rights are 

upheld.

We invite you to join us on this transformative 

journey toward a sustainable future, fostering a 

world that we can be proud to pass on to future 

generations

Bhagwan Kesbhat
Founder & CEO
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List of Acronyms 1.0

FRA                    Forest Rights Act

CFR                    Community Forest Rights

CFRR                  Community Forest Resource Rights

CFRMC             Community Forest Resource Management Committee

CFRMP             Community Forest Resource Management Plan

MGNREGS       Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme

WTE                     Waste to Energy
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Who We Are 

‘Waatavaran’ was started by environment nurturers with an aim to take tangible actions to 

protect the planet and its vulnerable communities. We believe in nurturing the symbiotic 

relationship that co-exists between humans and nature to create a climate-habitable 

environment for everyone. We are a Mumbai-based organisation that works hyper-locally 

to ge and its impact on the environment in India.

1

Mission

By 2028, our goal is to empower five million individuals from vulnerable communities, 

establish and nurture over 100 multi-stakeholder networks, and enhance climate resilience 

among indigenous populations. We aim to achieve this by focusing on capacity-building, 

fostering collaboration with government, civil society organisations, and academic 

in g technology for data-driven innovation in village commons 

co

Vision

Accelerate the climate action to flourish the human dignity

2.0
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Our Team 

1

Board of Directors 

3.0

Bhagwan Kesbhat
Founder & CEO

Prem Yadav 
CEO Pratham

Infotech Foundation

Advisory Board 

Amita Bhide
Professor Mumbai 
Campus,
Centre for
Urban Policy and 
Governance,
School of Habitat 
Studies,
Mumbai

Dr. K. P. Krishnan 
Secretary, 
Ministry of Skill 
Development and 
Entrepreneurshi
p, Government of 
India

Shloka Nath 

CEO, India

Climate

Collaborative
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Our Changemaking Team

1

Mitali Das

Mohsinkhan Pathan Priyanka KumbleRahul Sawant Sayali Rane

Shivaji Hirade

Shraddha Sawant

Shweta Mhatre

Programs Direction & Management Team

Mr. Bhagwan Kesbhat (Founder & CEO)
Mr. Rahul Sawant (Lead - Programs & Campaigns)
Ms. Sayali Rane (Lead - Partnerships & Communications)
Mr. Mohsinkhan Pathan ( Sr. Project Associate)
Ms. Priyanka Kumble (Lead - Projects & Operations)
Accounting, Finance and Administration
Ms. Shweta Mhatre (Sr. Accountant)

Forest Team

Mr. Shivaji Hirade (Block Coordinator - Sudhagad)
Mr. Kishore Vakte (Block Coordinator - Sudhagad)
Ms. Bai Kasabe (Block Coordinator - Sudhagad)

Akshika JangidDivyasha Arora Shivani Ilangovan

Bai KasabeKishore Vakte

Urban Team

Ms. Shruti Panchal (Program Manager)
Mr. Siddharth Nikam (Program Manager)
Ms. Divyasha Arora (Project Coordinator)
Ms. Shivani Ilangovan (Project Associate)
Ms. Akshika Jangid (Project Associate)
Ms. Mitali Das (Project Intern)
Ms. Shraddha Sawant (Project Assistant)

Shruti Panchal

Programs Direction & Management Team

Urban Team

Forest Team

7



Our Volunteer Group and Interns

1

At Waatavaran, our mission to foster a sustainable environment would not 
be possible without the support of our incredible volunteers. This year, over 
45 dedicated individuals have contributed significantly to our various 
projects.
We extend our deepest gratitude to each volunteer for their invaluable 
contributions. Your efforts have made a profound impact, and we are 
incredibly proud to have you as part of the Waatavaran family. Thank you for 
being the backbone of our organization. Without you, our vision would 
remain a dream.
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2023–24 at a Glance

As a part of the Van Mahotsav 

2023, Waatavaran planted 

seedballs in the Thanale hamlet 

of Sudhagad block, Raigad 

district. In India, Van Mahotsav 

is celebrated every year in the 

first week of July. This festival 

was founded in 1950 to raise 

people's awareness of the 

importance of trees and forests 

in our lives and to protect the 

environment. The tribal families 

came forward and participated 

in this festival.

4.0
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Geographic Presence 5.0

Direct Action Geographies
• Raigad
Sudhagad, Khalapur, Karjat, 
Panvel
• Mumbai and its MMR areas
• Navi Mumbai
• Latur
• Aurangabad
• Chandrapur
• Solapur

Partnership Geographies
• Nashik
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Thematic Highlights

Working With the Communities

From this financial year, we have started working with an upgraded approach of working

with the communities for forest management, protection and conservation. We are

intensively working with 15 villages of Raigad district in Maharashtra State with a focus on

managing the community forest rights and resources of these villages.

Women on the other hand, are playing a crucial role in managing the forest resources.

Women are compulsorily, either the President or the Secretary of the Community Forest

Resource Management Committees (CFRMCs) that we have formed in these 15 tribal

villages. By being in such a mainstream role, they are getting a platform to showcase their

leadership, showcase their agency and self-determination in taking important decisions

for their village.

Working With the Government

For this initiative, the support of the government authorities from

the Forest Department, Tribal Development Department, Revenue

Department and various other important concerned Line

Departments. They are our constant pillar of support when it

comes to taking new initiatives, granting permissions and

supporting us in successful implementation of the Forest Rights

Act, 2006.

Leveraging the Support of Technology

Technology plays another important role in boosting and

speeding up the initiatives. We use the Survey123 tool

designed with the help of Cadasta Foundation which is a GIS-

based land mapping tool. Ancestral forest land parcels are

digitally mapped using this tool, and satellite images of the

same are created. This acts as a crucial evidence or an

accurate boundary of the Community Forest Rights

recognised land by the government. The tribals are trained on

the use of this tool, and they themselves map their ancestral

forest land parcels.

6.0
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Thematic Highlights 

In the bustling heart of Mumbai, where the concrete 

jungle met patches of green, there once lay a tale of 

resilience and revival – the story of Dekha-Undekha. 

This initiative, born from the fervent desire to awaken 

consciousness about the sanctity of parks and 

biodiversity, stood as a beacon of hope amidst the urban 

chaos.

Waatavaran’s initiative Dekha-Undekha aimed at 

cultivating awareness regarding the utmost significance 

of parks and biodiversity conservation and actively 

involving the youth in this noble cause.

Mumbai's parks face a backbreaking challenge of 

safeguarding the indigenous flora and fauna. 

Recognizing this pressing concern, Waatavaran's 

initiative takes root by fostering curiosity and sharing 

information among citizens about the characteristic 

attributes of two distinguished parks, namely Mancherji 

Joshi Five Gardens and Dr. Abdul Kalam Vanodyan, 

Mumbai. By encouraging community-driven 

preservation endeavors, Waatavaran undertakes to 

safeguard these valuable spaces.

In the heart of this concrete jungle, 
documenting the kaleidoscope of life teeming 
within was not merely a task; it was a sacred 
duty. Each leaf, each chirp, each fluttering wing 
told a story of resilience and adaptation. It was 
this narrative that fueled our conservation 
efforts and lit the path towards a sustainable 
future for our beloved city.

One major achievement of the project was 
building strong relationships with government 
officials including the Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) and local organizations like 
the Ministry of Mumbai's Magic (MMM). By 
working together, Waatavaran can spread the 
word about biodiversity conservation in parks 
more effectively and make sure the message 
sticks with the help of local authorities and 
politicians.

Biodiversity Conservation
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Thematic Highlights 

Protect nature protect ourselves
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Thematic Highlights 

In collaboration with the Centre for Financial 

Accountability (CFA), we hosted an enlightening film 

screening and panel discussion at the Mumbai Press Club. 

The focus? Waste to Energy (WtE) and its potential role in 

waste management. Our esteemed panelists, including 

Swathi Sambyal, Faiyaz Shaikh, Dr. A. D. Sawant, and Dr. 

Amita Athavale, illuminated the complexities surrounding 

this topic.

The panelists shed light on the environmental risks linked 

with WtE technologies, from air pollution to toxic residue, 

urging caution against viewing WtE as a one-size-fits-all 

solution. Faiyaz Shaikh emphasized the social implications, 

particularly for marginalized communities, advocating for 

inclusive decision-making and community engagement.

Swathi Sambyal championed a circular economy approach, 

emphasizing waste prevention, reuse, and recycling over 

incineration. She called for policies promoting resource 

conservation and waste minimization. Dr. Amita Athavale 

highlighted potential health risks, stressing the need for 

robust health impact assessments near WtE facilities to 

safeguard public health. Dr. A. D. Sawant shared insights 

into technological advancements in WtE processes, 

underlining the importance of ongoing research to 

improve efficiency and minimize environmental impacts.

Advocating for Clean Air
Exploring Waste to Energy (WtE): Film Screening and Panel Discussion
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Thematic Highlights 

In a bid to grasp the pulse of young Mumbaikars, 

Waatavaran embarked on a journey of perception, 
delving into the realms of last mile deliveries (LMD) and 

electric vehicles (EVs). Around 2,400 vibrant souls aged 
18-35 shared their insights across Mumbai's diverse 

landscapes. The survey unveiled an undeniable 

yearning among the youth for eco-friendly last mile 
delivery options, especially through the embrace of 

electric vehicles. It underscored the urgent call for 
supportive policies, incentives, and infrastructure to 

ease the transition towards EVs in the delivery sector, 

in harmony with the state's EV policy aspirations

Sustainable Mobility
Perception of Mumbai’s Youth regarding Last Mile Deliveries

With bated breath, the report on young Mumbaikars' 
views on last mile deliveries was unveiled, graced by 
the esteemed presence of Mr. Vivek Bhimanvar, 
Transport Commissioner, Maharashtra State. His 
words echoed the urgency to confront the 
environmental footprint of last mile deliveries, 
applauding Waatavaran's diligent efforts in 
conducting this profound study. The government's 
unwavering commitment to fostering sustainable 
transportation solutions, notably EV adoption in last 
mile deliveries, was reiterated.

The stage was set for a riveting exchange as luminaries 
from varied backgrounds took their seats. Dr. Ratoola 
Kundu, from Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), 
Mumbai, shed light on the social and environmental 
ramifications of last mile deliveries, advocating for 
inclusive policies and stakeholder engagement. Mr. 
Kaustubh Gosavi, representing the World Resources 
Institute (WRI), delved into sustainable urban mobility 
solutions, extolling the virtues of electric vehicles and 
innovative business models. Ms. Sohana Debbarma, a 
PhD Scholar from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Bombay, offered a technical perspective on EV 
integration and the imperative of robust charging 
infrastructure
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Thematic Highlights 

Redefining mobility
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Awards & Accreditations

Waatavaran is the winner of the D4GX India Empowerment 

Challenge 2023 under the ‘Community Resilience’ category 
awarded by Dasra and Bloomberg for our excellent data-

driven technological innovation in our forest initiatives.

This year, Waatavaran has been accredited by Credibility Alliance, 
for meeting the esteemed criteria for Good Governance of 
Voluntary Organizations. This recognition underscores our 
dedication to upholding integrity, accountability, and excellence in 
all aspects of our mission to promote environmental sustainability. 
We remain committed to serving our community with integrity and 
transparency as we continue to strive for positive change.

7.0
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Financial Statement 8.0

Waatavaran Climate, Environment and Sustainability Foundation is a Section 8 registered non-profit 
organisation under the Companies Act of 2013 in Navi Mumbai. Waatavaran is also registered under Section 
12A & 80G of the Income Tax Act of1961.
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Financial Statement 
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Financial Statement 
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Financial Statement 
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Partnerships 

Our vision to accelerate climate action and to flourish dignity is being realized by the 

strategic support and investment from a coalition of funding partners, whose commitment 

and confidence has helped us scale our efforts locally and at various state and national 

level platforms.

Partners of Our Growth Journey Since Inception

9.0

New collaborations of 2023-2024
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Highlights: 2023–2410.0
23



Highlights: 2023–24
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Highlights: 2023–24

Green Mumbai: Clean Air & Waste Awareness Drive
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Highlights: 2023–24

Biodiversity Conservation
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Connect With Us

Email id - info@waatavaran.in

Mobile: +91-8850903025 / +91-9221250399 

Social Handles :

DONATE

Waatavaran Foundation is a not-for-profit social organisation registered under section 8 of 
Companies Act, 2013. It was founded in 2018 by environment nurturers with an aim to take 
tangible actions to protect the planet and its vulnerable communities. We believe in nurturing 
the symbiotic relationship that co-exists between humans and nature to create a climate just 
habitable environment for everyone. We are a Mumbai-based organisation which works 
hyper-locally to address climate change and its impact on the environment.
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